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Mention the name Saint Teresa Avila the average 
Catholic layman and will probably call mind the 
Barclay Street lithograph: brown-clad nun, quill 
hand, seated writing table her cloister cell com- 
posing treatises the degrees perfection. regret- 
table that only part the picture should shown, and 
that part somewhat distorted; because reality Teresa 
would permit neither table nor chair her room, but 
wrote little stone window ledge—late night after 
the day’s work was accomplished! 


What splendid design for living the modern world 
could draft from the life this nun; what lessons could 
learned from her this day feverish activity for its 
own Teresa’s story gives the lie those who 
hold that contemplation leads quietism. Indeed, her 
prayer and mystical union with God expressed itself 
infinite variety actions, the effects which are felt 
all parts Christendom today. More energetic than any 
present-day career woman was this Beata, who, her 
zeal for establishing “houses perfection” frequently rode 
muleback over muddy, impassable roads; who labored day 
and night sweeping and cleaning the place where His 
Majesty was dwell; who could give orders the car- 
penters like sea captain, and then send foreman the 
village tavern buy wine for their refreshment! 


Unfortunately, the warmly appealing “Madre” has been 
too little known and appreciated. The appearance her 
new biography, therefore, from the pen eminent 
Spanish historian event noted the religious 
well the literary world. Professor Walsh has written 
distinguished volume. Armed with the tools first- 
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rate scholarship, able unfold chronologically the 
narrative the saint’s life (Teresa herself never bothered, 
even her Autobiography, enlighten the reader with 
day date) and set against the rich tapestry 
sixteenth-century Spain. 


was chaotic era. Lutheranism was making terrific 
inroads among the ranks the faithful; the Inquisition 
was carrying out its bloody program retaliation; within 
the very house God ghastly scandals were taking place; 
and not only that, but the whole political and economic 
fabric was going through the agonizing transition from 
medieval modern times. Into such world was born 
Teresa, the beautiful daughter Don Alonso Sanchez 
Cepeda. 

The author’s description her early years (“the vain little 
girl and her forbidden one the most charm- 
ing portions the book. Don Alonso was noble and 
highly respected hidalgo. not surprising, therefore, 
that his lovely Teresa would follow the tastes and fashions 
the day; that she would indulge her fondness for dress, 
adulation, and other vanities adolescent girl. Neither 
surprising that the devil, realizing her potentialities 
for good evil, would make tremendous overtures one 
her warm, generous nature; that would, fact, 
successful that even after she had decided become 
nun and had taken the habit the Carmelite convent 
the Incarnation she would still have resist his ad- 
vances for twenty years. 


Life the Incarnation was casual, social, sometimes gay, 
never rigorous. And Teresa was one the most popular 
members the community. Now and then she prayed, 
true, but for the most part her attention was centered 
those friendships which she took such keen delight. 


Wi 
j 
q 
: 
4 
: 
= 


Watsh, 
was only after long period this mediocrity that the 
grace the Holy Spirit smote her mightily, stinging and 
goading her the heights that she was finally attain. 
The conflict was long and painful. She writes: was 
passing most miserable life, for prayer was getting 
understand faults the one hand God 
was calling me. the other was following the world. 
The things God gave pleasure. Those the world 
bound fast. prayer endured great suffering, be- 
cause the spirit walked not master but 


Throughout the Autobiography there are frequent self- 
accusations great Walsh holds that these 
statements are but the workings delicate conscience; 
that was her deep humility that prompted her speak 
Whether not this true, the fact remains that 
was powerful conflict. Teres had 
edge the eternal battle within the soul man. 
knew, often her sorrow, the tension between the hori- 
zontal and vertical movements the human spirit; and 
that human being must make deliberate choice, realiz- 
ing the truth expressed Eliot that “We only live, only 
suspire—consumed either fire fire.” 


one 


last Teresa surrenders wholeheartedly the onslaught 
grace, and the real work her life begins. She will 
found ent where the rigors the primitive rule will 
strictly observed; she will labor atone for the evils 
the time. caught she the celestial madness 
love that nothing seems too difficult—no obstacle will 
stand her Though she goes through hell tor- 
ment the form persecutions from her own nuns, 
scandalmongering among her friends, suspicions, lies, fear 
the Inquisition, and misunde her con- 
fessors, still she knows only one fear: that her Lord might 
not served. find her expressing the heart her 
thought and action the lines: “When see the great 
necessities the Church, afflicted them that 
seems mockery troubled anything else. see 
that one person, wholly perfect, with true fervor love 
God, will worth more than many who are lukewarm.” 
She rapidly approaches the Prayer Union which she 
does not understand and which causes her exclaim 
rapture, “What Thou art doing, Lord 
mighty?” 


However, she walks with her head among the stars, her 
feet are always the ground. The work the Reform 
must accomplished, and life only night spent 
uncomfortable inn! San Jose founded amid 
credible difficulties; next Medina, with its tiny rooms, 
caved-in walls, dirt floor, and half-open chapel where His 
Majesty exposed the street (hence she must sit and 
guard Him from her little window the light 
August moon!). Other foundations follow Beas, Burgos, 
Duruelo, Palencia, Salamanca, Toledo, Valladolid 

and always the price the same: Teresa’s personal suffer- 
ing and crucifixion. Dr. Walsh, with the authority his 
profound research, brilliantly fills the gaps Teresa’s 
own story. describes her first meeting with Fray Juan 
Saint Mathias, afterwards immortalized Saint John 
the Cross; with keen discernment discusses her 
curious friendship with Father Gracian, whom she pro- 
tests she loves son. The stories the foundations 
are all there, some them hilariously funny, for ex- 
ample the account the Princess Eboli’s entrance the 


Best 


convent: the grand lady arrives with trunks, attendants, 
and retinue servants become Carmelite nun! 


addition weaving the main thread narrative, the 
author brings light many the contributing causes 
the storm provoked Teresa’s labors. seem incredible 
that this question the Reform could split Spain asunder, 
and inv the Pope and the King, well the lesser 

ecclesiastical and civil authorities one the greatest 
ever afflict the Catholic Church. But 
all proof the powers that were work: proof God’s 
love for Teresa, since would glorified her ulti- 
mate triumph, and proof the devil’s hatred, since 
had world lose. And these ers good and 
evil locked horns h-century Spain, was not 
inevitable that Tetesa should crushed the process? 
She was. Often seemed that the Reforn 
The saint was exiled virtual prison people 
published vile reports about herself and Gracian; they 
her “excommunicated apostate”; the Council 
Piacenza declared that she and Gracian were rebels, con- 
tumacious, and worthy dealt with the secular 
blow, Cardinal Buoncampagni, arriving Portus gal 
the Apostolic Visitor, referred her unquiet and 
woman who goes about using herself crazy 
pranks under the pretext religion.” 


Through all this, Teresa never lost her spirit, but con- 
tinued her labors and writings, for consolation 
the voice Our Lord saying: “Do you not know that 
with what art thou afraid?” The Reform, 
course, eventually succeeded—the fruit and flowering 
her sublime Toward the end her 
life note from Teresa’s letters that she becoming 
even more witty, more joy disinterested the things 
this earth. She writes final instructions all the con- 
vents, exhorts her nuns preserve the spirit the con- 
stitutions, travels final visitation, and never speaks 
disparagingly her detractors except remark one day, 
rather pathetically, that human beings are apt dis- 
appointing—like little dried bunches rosemary! 


Probably there are those among the faithful who will 
shocked and horrified some the historical truth 


brought light this book. Conditions among seculars 
and religious, men and women, are likely cause few 
gasps now and then. (Teresa writes Gracian: “In God’s 
name, careful what you eat those Calced monas- 
teries. You know they will try poison you!”) But let 
the raised eyebrows remember that while Teresa’s age 
produced mighty sinners, could also boast saints 
calibre scarcely found our own Rotarian civilization. 


Cross, Wilbur Connecticut Yankee Autobiography. 
Yale. Oct. 15, 1943. 428p. $5.00. 


Now eighty-one, former Governor Cross Connecticut 
considers his life from 1931 1939, during which 
served his state for four consecutive terms, have been 
equal importance the sixty-eight years spent be- 
fore his nationally unexpected entrance into life. 
divides his life story equally into accounts these two 
periods. Much the second half the book ex- 
planation sometimes defence his gubernatorial 
policies; there considerable commentary the earlier 
pages how previous activities prepared him for the 
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position which feels has been his crowning achieve- 
ment. The lack balance may deliberate, due 
the fact that recent events are livelier memories. 


Scots-Puritan ancestry, Cross reveals his pride the 
Yankee outlook which inherited from the soil, the 
mill, the court, the militia, and the general store—all 
centers action for his predecessors. talking his 
early education, would expected one who was 
important educator before was governor, there are 
many judgments schools and schooling: sturdy pleas for 
sound instruction formal grammar, oral! discussion, basic 
mathematics, and honest respect for hard work, 
out the classroom. Progressive though social 
reform, there never any fondness for progressive edu- 
cation. 


Conversation with village neighbors, excursions into minor 
business ventures, alert ear the omniscient conversa- 
tion cracker-barrel orators and the vociferous “House 
Commons” which sat benches outside his grand- 
father’s store, all introduced him the world’s manner 
thinking. Spiritually was touched Episcopalian 
and Presbyterian influences, but reacted these 
did evangelical church meetings, with kind amused 
tolerance (pp. 42-43). This appears later his attempt 
several speeches made while governor (p. the 
other hand, there scorn. proud the work 
done missionary ancestors Hawaii and the Rev. 
William Clarke who was Stevenson’s friend Samoa 
(Ch. expresses admiration for Cardinal Gibbons 
and quotes him defence the study the Bible 
schools (p. 133); for the beauty Newman’s prose (p. 
75) and the strength his sermons (pp. 184-185); and 
for the slum-clearance project Father Stephen Panik 
Bridgeport (p. 416). 


the time his political career, there nothing but 
high praise for the persons with whom came contact 
(as undergraduate, high school teacher and principal, and 
member the Yale faculty). This kindness unusual 
autobiography, and the careful avoidance 
sentimentality recounting the events his youth and 
college days. There expression the greatest respect 
for the scholars under whom studied and for the ad- 
ministrators with whom worked, professor, head 
department Sheffiield Scientific School, dean the 
graduate school and provost the university. But there 
strange and complete silence about the members 
his immediate teaching staff, men who were already 
significant English literature before retired dean 


1930. 


the course his recital, the extent his scholarship 
clearly indicated. appreciate Dante mastered 
Italian; similar serious studies were made French, Ger- 
man, Icelandic and modern Norwegian, became 
genuinely curious about world literature. Some his 
enthusiams will not admired: for evolution (p. 68), 
Schopenhauer (p. 98), for many the selections pub- 
editor the Yale Review, “The Dying 
Pantheist” (p. 144), for the moderns whose work spon- 
sored that journal (Ch. XV), and for the love affair 
Laurence Sterne (pp. 205-206). There confusion, too, 
his early staunch support the classics, and his later 
acquiescence their disappearance college entrance 


requirements and from the Yale curriculum (p. 177); 
followed empty praise the “beautiful Latin phrases” 
which read out citations for honorary degrees (p. 
178. 

Counterbalancing this his good work reorganizing 
secondary and higher education, his sensible plans for 
overall faculty within university, and his contribution 
the academic and physical development his graduate 
school. the account his political life there also 
much admire: his militant stand against—and even his 
compromises with—a hostile assembly, his defence or- 
ganized labor, his intolerance the sit-down strike, his 
investigation municipal and state corruption, his at- 
tempts political reorganization, inter-state co-operation, 
and his pressure for better social welfare. many 
readers, this account will prove the 
section. 

His honest pride his achievements, the benignity and 
candor surrounding the accounts his varied activities, 
the judicious use humorous anecdote and homely illus- 
tration, leavened few apt literary allusions, make the 
that “Yankee reserve” has held back full estimates the 
men with whom came touch: they are seen 
parties incident, but seldom fully. fact, Gover- 
nor Cross himself seen only the half-light: the story 
that his actions rather than his thoughts. 


should prove interest and can recommended 
adults who are stimulated biography, administrative 
work any sort, problems contemporary education, 
all who have gone college and have retained memories 
other things than sports, those who are interested 
politics and the political turmoil the last decade Re- 
publicans will not like it, but they should tolerantly 
amused. 


James Edward Tobin, Ph.D., 
Fordham University. 
Johnson, Gerald American Heroes and Hero-Wor- 
ship. Harper. Sept. 22, 1943. 284p. $3.00. 


Gilbert Chesterton had reviewed this volume, might 
have said: “This book crackling ironies, some 
them forced but most them true. tells Pont 
Nemours, who sought establish Physiocratic agri- 
cultural colony America, and ended founding 
munitions works; Alexander Hamilton who planned 
governmental system wisely because misinterpreted the 
existing facts clearly, then right because the existing 
facts did not continue exist; President who was 
praised whenever acted pettifogger and damned 
whenever turned statesman, and senator who lost 
caste when acted statesmanlike manner and was 
acclaimed when played cheap politics; William 
Harrison who did great things long did not know 
what was doing; Theodore Roosevelt who fought 
vested interests order prove himself great con- 
servative; Woodrow Wilson who failed convince the 
American people because his arguments were too con- 
Then the greatest modern English thinkers 
would have added, all probability, that the crowning 
irony was the fact that the author had missed the thun- 
derous significance all his ironies: that God’s Provi- 
dence, well men’s purposes, rules the world. And 
that the most roaring irony all. 
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Gerald Johnson has made startling re-appraisal several 
American political figures, fitted them into 
frame contradictions, and written book without 
single dull page. has also drawn from the topsy- 
turvy stories some sharp political lessons and sober warn- 
ings for our national future. this latter endeavor his 
chief defect his ignoring God and God’s moral law 
determining factors the history nations. For in- 
stance: America’s blunders international policy after 
1919 were due something more basic than political mis- 
judgments; they occurred because were trying solve 
problem fundamentally moral means materialistic 
and amoral. These more profound overtones are not 
caught the author; but his conclusions, far they 
go, and the book whole, are brilliant improvisation. 


volume from which the reviewer tempted 
quote excess. The pungent bouquet Voltaire 
Montaigne such literary créme-de-menthes these: 


[Martin Van Buren] was the almost perfect poli- 
quite perfect, however, for was 
slightly tainted with honesty (p. 95). 

[Comparing Van Buren with Talley- 
rand had the faculty doing wise and patriotic thing 
such way that the world would seem 
cheap and nasty could look like statesman 
while acting like crook, and could look like 
crook while acting like statesman Van Buren 
was but pale reflection Talleyrand was not 
financially crooked, and, when acted with in- 
tellectual honesty did simply and directly, that 
was caught the act (p. 96). 

William Henry Harrison was one those strange per- 
sons who sometimes play extremely important roles 
public life without ever having the faintest idea what 
all about. Such people, although they may en- 
dowed nature with the most transparent honesty, 
are the most deceptive men. Never intending de- 
ceive anyone, they actually deceive everyone (p. 130). 


Although those who flaunt paradoxes are frequent 
danger flouting truth, Mr. Johnson makes serious 
errors except the one previously mentioned. times 
seems strain his point somewhat, order top off 
gorgeous irony, witness some his paragraphs 
Henry Clay and Woodrow Wilson. But each instance 
the hit palpably clever that one inclined waive 
the inaccuracy. This may not the most scientific atti- 
tude for reading book, but you try the heady wine 
these pages, that the attitude you are going assume. 


one his less moments, the author speaks 
some very pertinent truths about the influence mis- 
interpreted history the conduct present events. 
misunderstanding the past, reminds us, can lead 
tragic mistakes the present. Our misconception, for 
example, what was done the making the Versailles 
Treaty, led into countless errors our relations with 
Europe from 1919 onward. The important thing not 
what actually happened the past, but what think 
happened; that say, fit our attitudes, actions, and 
policies not the past event was, but the event 
conceive have been. Wherefore, the necessity 
for accurate understanding history. 


Mr. Johnson refers (p. 97, note Van Buren’s Auto- 
biography “probably the only great humorous work ever 


Best 


come from the presses the Government Printing 
Office”. The statement would appear unduly 
strictive. The section Tom Watson (chapter will 
doubtless draw loud and sustained howls from the South. 
indeed severe criticism, but perhaps the subject really 
demanded brickbats. There seemes 
justification for the author’s bitter attack the modern 
South alleged graveyard for liberals. 


the reader this review has this time gathered, the 

book recommended for adults and, measured and 

prescribed doses, for college students American history. 
Durkin, S.J., 


University Scranton. 


Book League America---November Selection 


Bottome, Phyllis. Survival. Little, Brown. Sept. 
339p. $2.50. 


Survival the story recorded the pages the diary 
Dr. Rudolph von Ritterhaus, Austrian exile who had 
sought refuge England escape the Nazi persecution 
the Jews. much concerned about the complacency 
with which the British prepare meet their foe, and 
frequently admonitory against foolish underestimation 
the Nazi power, the fury which has himself ex- 
perienced. 


Dr. Rudi, was known Vienna, recognized 
England reputable psychiatrist, student Adler, 
and extended warm and reassuring welcome the 
home Mr. and Mrs. James Wendover, who had one 
time consulted him professionally. Through the influence 
James appointed the Research Department 
Hospital London. Later, the request the Treas- 
urer the Hospital, James’ brother, transferred 
Silver Fountains, the home the Thomas Wendovers, 
continue his research local laboratory and the same 
time attend Mrs. Wendover, who has been stricken 
some strange illness. 


The Doctor had been previously informed James and 
Eunice the difficult situation that had developed his 
brother’s home, once alert his patient’s symp- 
toms advanced neurosis and his diary becomes the 
record his study the case which involves not only 
the husband and wife, but their son and daughter, and 
the Anglican minister and his wife. Motives, actions, and 
reactions are all examined the light modern psy- 
chiatry, and interesting variety personalities 
revealed. Constant reiteration the need for brotherly 
love and understanding subtly points the cause con- 
flict among individuals and war among nations. With- 
out being too obvious his intention, the psychiatrist 
allows the individual study his own case through 
reasonable solution, and draws faint but suggestive 
parallel for similar searching the motives rulers 


Miss Bottome has written thought provoking novel, en- 
feebled, however, the author’s failure grasp super- 
natural motives. Love man for his own sake her 
condition for true happiness. Truly sage remarks self 
conquest (p. 43-44), freedom and responsibility the 
individual (p. 59), are restricted implicit denial 
personal God (p. 150-1) and eternal life (p. 220), 
scorn for religion that based first principles, and 
sanction individual standards right conduct. the 
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person the refugee she stands apart make sym- 
pathetic and penetrating study her own country and 
her countrymen, and only occasionally the reader con- 
scious that sentiment drifting through the scientific ap- 
praisal character. 
Mastery technique and knowledge psychology com- 
bine make interesting story about real people, which 
may recommended the mature reader who aware 
the author’s limitations. 

Stegner, Wallace. The Big Rock Candy Mountain. 
Sloan and Pearce. Sept. 22, 1943. 515p. $3.00. 


Mason was born with the itch bones. His was 
the search for the big Rock Candy Mountain, famed 
hobo ballad the land milk and honey. But Mason 
was too late the American development “to find some 
place where life was effortless and rich and unrestricted 
and full adventure and action, where something could 
had for nothing”. was too late but for more than 
twenty-five years tried find that lace and only suc- 
ceeded wrecking the lives his family. this 
theme Wallace Stegner has written broad and fast paced 
novel which times excellent, others mere trash. 


Duell, 


1905 when her father married her best friend sixteen 
year old Elsa Norgaard went live with uncle 

Dakota. There she met and fell love with the fas- 
cinating Harry “Bo” Mason who, ever since leaving 
cruel home, had been roaming about the country looking 
for the pot gold. Against her father’s wishes they were 
married and bought hotel which ran for several 
years until lured the prospect quick riches Alaska. 
They got further than Seattle near which ran 
lunchstand for some time while Elsa and their two boys 
lived tentshack. Elsa wanted permanency where 
wanted excitement and riches. Their status continually 
irked who gave way violent temper. When 
closed the lunchstand Elsa left him taking the children 
back her father’s farm Minnesota. went 
Saskatchewan where made running bunk- 
house for railroad workers. 


stake 


After some time returned Elsa and promised 
accede her desire for more settled life and home 
where their children can reared normally. They settle 
Saskatchewan, builds house and for years they 
barely scrape wheat farmers but can make 
killing spite the high war prices for the 
flu epidemic reaches his town makes minor killing 
smuggling liquor from Montana. 


After his family recovers from the flu continues his 
bootlegging against Elsa’s protests and the family quickly 
prospers. has finally found his easy money. When 
prohibition strikes the States moves Montana where 
runs whiskey from Canada with good success until 
trapped gang racketeers and his business 
tuined. works with them for awhile but finally escapes 
them Salt Lake City and begins again his own. 
There Chet, the eldest son, begins develop into good 
baseball player but gets into trouble with older girl. 
Chet weak and cannot stand his father’s domination 
leaves home, marries Laura, unhappy with her 
and finally returns home die miserably. Bruce, the 
younger son, who bore the brunt his father’s ill humor 
left for Minneapolis study law. 


Stegner Walsh, 


was sadly shaken his son’s death and abandoned his 
rum running, living aimlessly until bought share 
Reno gambling club. Success was instant and re- 
covered his assurance until Elsa developed cancer and the 
club ran into losing streak. sold out, took Elsa back 
Salt Lake City where continued rum running and 
Bruce nursed Elsa until she died. After her death cut 
loose from his father and returned law school. 
degenerated rapidly and ended his career murdering 
his mistress and committing suicide leaving Bruce muse 
upon the strange course the family. 

Mason was strange mixture contradictions—both 
strong and weak, loving and selfish. general was 
bound fail matter how exuberant his start how 
much energy used. Elsa was good many ways es- 
pecially her desire for deep-rooted home and family life 
but essentially weak because she allowed her love for 
overrule her better judgment. The story Mr. Stegner 
presents skillfully written sweeping impressively from 
development development but the final analysis in- 
conclusive. his examination the family Bruce con- 
cludes only that his father was potentially great man 
though “an undeveloped human being, immature so- 
cial animal” for whom developed nation had place. 
Objectionable features include Bruce’s hatred 
father, profanity, obscenity (pp. 147, 151, 152), fornica- 
tion (pp. 365-368), bit blasphemy (p. 423), and 
denial Heaven (p. 415). There seems reason why 
the book should recommended any class reader. 


Walsh, Maurice. The Spanish Lady. 
25, 1943. 326p. $2.50. 


There nothing more irritating about the snobbery 
contemporary criticism than the pose, perhaps, real 
conviction that book must possess Matthew Arnold’s 
“high seriousness” before can seriously reviewed, and 
that, ipso facto, volume tarred with the camel’s hair 
brush “romance” may not ered. This 
means practice that such illy blended farrago 
The Revolt the Carpenters gets first page billing, while 
the romances Maurice Walsh must, perforce, rele- 
gated the brief oblivion some such minor section 
Other Fiction. easy reductio absurdum demonstra- 
tion this point might the mere memory some 
the “serious” contemporaries bonny R.L.S. And, any- 
vay, come think it, what can more serious the 
truer sense the word than this same marriage union 
“warring and wooing” that romance? Decidedly, 
will not dismiss The Spanish Lady patronizingly 
rattling good yarn. 


Lippincott. Aug. 


good romance, this tale Don Diego Hernandez 

Mendoza Usted, Paraguayan gaucho and Spanish 
Loy alist fighter, who comes sick leave from Commando 
dark nights along the Brittany coast Loch Beg Bothy, 
where dwell his Irish aunt, Big Ellen, and Scotch uncle, 
Hamish McLeod, there find the face love and the 
face death tragic coil circumstance that almost 
Norse saga its think Mr. Walsh has 
broken here the three seals the good romancer: the seal 
the beauty women; the seal the anger men; and 
that magic grey and silver seal which the seal the 
sense weather. His hidalgo falls love with the mis- 
tress Affran House, the Spanish Lady, who mated 
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grim old General Harper after the antique plot June 
and January; and both them come triumphantly through 
the ordeal temptation, she through her high Basque 
faith Catholicism, through his Castilian and High- 
land integrity. Then General Harper lies murdered 
the foot Skene Rock, and suspicion falls Captain 
Usted and Mistress Ann; but the men Glen take 
matters into their own hands, and justice rendered after 
the ancient custom the clan breathless dénoue- 


ment. 
one fond Maurice Walsh, find his touch here 
surest—and not for the first time, either—when feels 
out Scottish ground and Scottish humors, where Sir Wal- 
ter, also, was his best. Nor this strange even 
Irish writer, since Scotland, least for novelists Eng- 
lish, the home romance from Scott, through Steven- 
son, Buchan, Gunn, Munro and Walsh. There more 
than trace the great Wizard the North Ellen 
McCarthy, who the sibylline race Meg Merrilies, 
Helen MacGregor, and Elspeth the Craigburnfoot, but 
Walsh’s closest affinity with Lord Tweedsmuir; one 
might put this way, that where John Buchan pipe 
smoke over morning braes, Maurice Walsh fragrant 
cigarette over heather, the “enchanted cigarettes” Bal- 
zac’s fine phrase; and they are both braw lads fishing 
scenes. 

probably healthy indication relative Catholic 
detachment the great quarrel our time that The 
Spanish Lady has Loyalist hero—for almost purely at- 
mospheric and dramatic purposes, course; there very 
little ideology the story. There nothing more tedious 
than party line literature, and the brave Franco boys 
are becoming almost monotonous—not quite, however 
—in Catholic fiction the noble partisans 
mancing. The following may may not connected 
with the foregoing, and, what more, probably im- 
possible demonstrate, but one reviewer feels that Mr. 
Walsh trying out his Irish sinews here against the 
American ones Mr. Hemingway For Whom the Bell 
Tolls. Ellen not unlike Pilar, for one thing; for an- 
other, the dialogue between Captain Usted and the Span- 
ish Lady has similar bite. so, perhaps the contest 
what Big Ellen’s fosterling, Henrietta Harper, describes 
“dog fall”. But let that pass. There age limit, 
either way, romance; this case, since the issue one 
“enchanted cigarettes” instead Galsworthy’s category 
one begins smoke the brand question. 


Charles Brady 


Swing, Raymond Gram. Preview History. Doubleday, 
Doran. Sept. 17, 1943. 282p. $2.00. 


This collection broadcasts and speeches might better 
have been termed “Review” than “Preview”. True, 
Mr. Swing does devote introductory chapter what 
conceives the future will like. is, however, 
little that strikingly new profound Swing’s basic 
assumption that the common denominator 
ships between states after the war will power “at 
fairly crude level”. believes that “any plan create 
postwar world which starts out the moral plane 
the few best daydream”. emphasizes that “unless 
other foundation upon which peace can built”. 


Swing Andrews 


Best SELLERS 


Then the thought strikes Mr. Swing that “balance 
power” might replaced “concentration power”. 
This would consist Great Four guarantee the peace 
although not sure that China will remain united. 
this point Mr. Swing’s ordinary facility for clarity seems 
desert him because merely calling such system 
“concentration power” does not change the fact that 
simply envisages system based largely force wielded 
the powers which happen top. discussing 
law, talks mostly about coercion, very little about the 
justice which must the basis the law. 


Further elaborating his ideas, Mr. Swing believes Region- 
alism not only desirable, quintessential. 
says, “by its nature does not come from high, but 
from the neighborhood.” This certainly new low 
definition. interesting note that Mr. Swing dis- 
approved strongly Mr. Chamberlain’s slight interest 
“remote” Czechoslovakia. Yet Mr. Swing 
lieves that nations need have little concern for events 
happening outside their immediate regions. Thus be- 
lieves Americans would have little interest suppressing 
revolt Macedonia. The statement about our lack 
interest may true but neglects the fact that the 
World Wars the twentieth century started the 
Balkans and could not settled any local regional 
basis. well remember that 1914 was hoped 
that the war against Serbia would “local” “pre- 
ventitive” war. Mr. Swing’s hope that system power 
would bring little wars instead big ones has hardly been 
justified the events the last few decades. Might 
not said that the system advocates has already been 
tried and found sadly wanting that the balance 
power has always proved wholly myth encourag- 
ing rivalry between two groups ever more restive state 
peace? 


many respects, the content Mr. Swing’s broadcasts 
much better than his “Preview”. stresses the need 


for international co-operation and helpfulness. hits 
heavily the idea unlimited sovereignty. em- 


phasizes the necessity for the progress the spirit 
brotherhood. His discussion the fallacies economic 
determinism excellent. Lend-lease and the Indian ques- 
tion are explained with clarity and logic. has many 
wise words the necessity liberal education for the 
postwar world. all, the book sums much the 
progress have made toward slightly better world but 
also incorporates some the fallacies the past. For 
those who wish look back over the period from Pearl 
Harbor the German surrender Tunisia, the book will 
convenient, the analyses daily events good. The 
author really gets into trouble when begins put those 
events perspective and attempts reason out the 
lesson learned the basis that experience. This will 
not one the great constructive works come out 
the war. 

James Eagan, 

College New Rochelle 


Scientific Book Club---September Selection 


Andrews, Roy Chapman. Under Lucky 
Sept. 10, 1943. 300p. $3.00. 


Roy Chapman Andrews followed his lucky star and found 
the following successful career one America’s 
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best known modern naturalists, career now closed after 
years productive work. With flair for the spectacular 
and thorough knowledge all the techniques suc- 
ceeded popularizing his work few other explorer- 
naturalists have ever been able do. The present volume 
his own description the highlights his life and work. 


With becoming modesty and good sense includes only 
those incidents his early life which are absolutely neces- 
Early life had determined become natu- 
ralist and after graduating from college lost time 
implementing that decision. job wangled out Dr. 
Bumpus, Director the American Museum Natural 
History New York, was both janitorial and scientific. 
Fortuitously began work whale model which led 
the acquisition passion for knowledge whales. 
Some five years work enabled him accumulate 
great deal valuable material this little known animal 
and doctorate from Columbia. Those years also fur- 
nished him with the background experience necessary for 
his later work. During that time roamed over the 
face the earth and found good. 


Museum work those days was largely matter finan- 
cial philanthropy. Twenty-five thousand dollars from 
Morgan would always draw forth ten from lesser satellite 
and five from another until the expedition was estab- 
lished fact. Consequently Andrew’s work brought him 
contact with the upper crust whom came re- 
semble his taste for semi-luxurious living though was 
equally home with the hardships the 
his career began prepare for his life’s work, the 
testing Henry Fairfield Osborn’s theory that Central 
Asia was the dispersal center for mammalian evolution. 
Much the book deals with the twelve years spent work- 
ing this project and the parts the book which deal 
with the organization the expedition and the few de- 
tails its actual work are most fascinating. 
work the Gobi desert, China and Manchuria came 
valuable fossil finds, including the famous dinosaur eggs, 
and great deal evidence the relationship reptiles 
and mammals the phylogenetic tree. All all this 
series expeditions are among the most remarkable ever 
chronicled and deplored that anti-foreign senti- 
ment forced abandonment the work 1928 and post- 
poned indefinitely the author’s plans for worldwide “In- 
stitute for Asiatic Research” which would continue those 
studies the still scarcely touched hinterland that 
continent. Upon his return America, save for several 
short interludes, the author devoted himself publication 
his results and then museum administrative duties 
finally retiring Director the American Museum 
January 1942. Since then his time has been devoted 
further writing and radio work from his home base 
Connecticut farm. Throughout the book are offered 
quasi-intimate glimpses the great and near great whom 
incidentally, the author persists first-naming. 


Under Lucky Star fascinating account the high- 
lights the adventurous life our most highly publicized 
modern explorer-naturalist. Written man with zest 
for life, whether the desert luxury, makes enter- 
taining reading. Yet withal some sense partial 
record illustrious scientist written for public con- 
sumption. Minor objectionable features are his somewhat 
free and easy discussion prostitution Japan and the 
introduction character connected with that trade and 
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named “Mother Jesus”. However this treatment should 
not invalidate the book for college students and adults 
whom may recommended. 

Fisher, Vardis. The Mothers. 
1943. 334p. $2.50. 


Vardis Fisher’s latest book, The Mothers, although labeled 
historical novel and partially compressed within that 
form still does not deserve ranked such. does 
take footnote from history, the fate the Donner party, 
and does have central theme, the strength the mothers 
was responsible for the survival some, but somehow 
never succeeds becoming more than day day nar- 
rative what befell starving people without any great 
emotional appeal. 


Vanguard Press. Sept. 


The Donner party, about eighty-eight persons all, was 
rent dissensions, quarrels, jealousy and 
leader nor guide its trek California. 
their progress was slow and when they came within sight 
the Sierras September they saw snow already the 
mountaintops. Their food was almost gone and their 
oxen weak they sent Charley Stanton and William Mc- 
Cutchen ahead bring help from Sutter’s fort. The 
party continued with events note save for the ex- 
pulsion James Reed after had killed John Snyder 
self defense. Just before they reached the pass through 
the mountains they were trapped the first snow but 
Stanton who had returned with some supplies persuaded 
them push on. However they could not travel through 
the snow and returned camp lake. About sixty 
souls including the Breens, Graves, Eddys, Reeds, Murphys 
and several unattached men were encamped one spot 
with the Donner families several miles away. 


When was seen that they could neither hope cross 
the mountains nor return, the spirits the men began 
drop but the mothers the party dominated de- 
termination save their children began plan for the 
future. Rations were strict and each mother hoarded her 
food for her children, refusing others save one 
two instances. All attempts cross the mountains proved 
hopeless and the snow accumulated depths thirty 
feet men began die. October and November passed 
and then December the stout-hearted Bill Eddy accom- 
panied Franklin Graves, Charley Stanton, Will Foster, 
five the women and several others set forth clumsy 
snowshoes and after incredible privations reached Cali- 
fornia. Several the party died and those who lived 
did only because they ate the flesh the dead, with 
Foster going far kill two the Indians. Mean- 
while the lake the new year found the people sub- 
sisting oxhides and barely surviving under the stimulus 
the mothers. activity save gathering wood was cur- 
tailed and all lived unspeakable Only Tamsen 
Donner managed preserve semblance decency 
her group. 


Finally when hope was lost, when more had died, when 
even further cannibalism was proving futile, when all 
were ready die parties under Reed and Mc- 
Cutchen managed break through and take most the 
survivors California. Tamsen Donner and Keseberg 
died the story ended. 


The courage and determination induced mother love 
are admirable but the denial Christian charity, the 
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spirit selfishness and the use such methods can- 
nibalism are objectionable. There are The Mothers 
many instances noble courage, charity and self-denial 
well devotion others but general the behavior 
the people low grade. Cannibalism and the 
stark horror many other scenes are scarcely favorable 
points. addition the portrayal Catholicity Pat 
Breen poor quality. However without considering 
the objectionable features the book itself not well 
done and has little positive value. need rec- 
ommended one but may permitted mature 
adults. 

Kaye-Smith, Sheila. Tambourine, Trumpet and Drum. 
Harper. Sept. 1943. 356p. $2.50. 


Tambourine, Trumpet and Drum the author spans 
fifty years during which England has engaged three 
major conflicts. Her story told the four Landless 
daughters, three whom, the time the Boer War, 
had taken their place the social world, far enough re- 
moved from the sounds war enjoy the excitement 
activities undertaken “to help the soldiers”, and even 
feel little apprehension lest armistice signed be- 
fore the grand performance operetta that was still 
rehearsal. the years progress and the girls become 
women world less conventional and romantic, the 
realities the war 1914 are brought closer home; 
and the ensuing changes are climaxed the horrors 
the second World War which has destroyed the last 
vestige security and has drawn civilian and soldier to- 
gether face danger common. 


The author not concerned with the particulars battle. 
She writes the emotional conflicts the generation that 
has lived through turbulent era social 
change. the lives the four daughters she finds the 
effects these changes and quite effectively reveals the 
evidences the development their personalities. The 
eldest girl, Sibylla, very attractive, and constantly 
struggling against Victorian conventions and over-anxiety 
lest romance pass her by. She apparently shocked but 
secretly envious the more glamorous 
Kitty who the center attraction every social event. 
Georgina the “plain” sister, among the wallflowers 
every dance, and Myra the little sister who lives 
world make-believe. 


The story consists largely the contrast between the 
oldest and the youngest the Landless daughters. Sibylla, 
course, falls too readily and too completely love with 
married man who makes chance visit Marlingate, 
and though left just quickly and quietly came, 
with memory very light and agreeable flirtation, 
Sibylla left with the shameful realization that she had 
passionately consented her own mind illicit affair 
that was never proposed. With feeling degradation, 
she turns away from all further thought romance and 
clings piteously the home and its memories earlier 
security. She finds new stability religion which, too, 
threatens crumble when the minister, whom she had 
idealized celibate, proposes marriage the simple 
and unattractive Georgina. She more readily recovers 
from this new disappointment and settles down with 
certain amount peace among objects familiar since 
childhood and with patient docility follows the directions 
her mother. 


Best 


Myra had never been satisfied live among her own 
people. They had not been part her imaginative world, 
and even child she had preferred the country home 
and the companionship one the servant girls the 
more conventional life Marlingate. She defies conven- 
tions and soon she able assert her independence 
sets her own home the country and lives the 
income from first novel which had culminated the 
vivid imaginings her childhood. Like her sisters, she, 
too, begins wonder about the prospects for 
She has had suitors other than the reliable Toby Street 
whom she had known since her childhood excursions 
the country. Toby’s proposal marriage she had refused, 
because followed her meeting with the romantic Lawrie 
Buckrose. Lawrie, however, had number valued but 
dilapidated estates and dreams marriage Ameri- 
can heiress, his proposals Myra were anything but 
but with her characteristic lack restraint, 
Myra accepts them. Lawrie returns army service ignor- 
ant the fact that Myra pregnant. escape her own 
disgrace and family disapproval, Myra reconsiders Toby 
Street’s proposal and consents marry him without 
ing confessed her guilt. When her happiness seems most 
secure, she suffers the consequences her deception. 
Lawrie returns his country home call attention 
his striking resemblance Myra’s oldest child. Only 
Toby’s magnanimous love saves their marriage from total 
disaster. 

The story ends with the death Sibylla who killed dur- 
ing air raid; Myra returns from the funeral with Toby 
with sense the finality old associations: Kitty and 
Georgina had returned their homes; Marlingate had 
been leveled the destructive forces war; Sibylla, the 
guardian the family traditions, was dead. 


The author develops her story well, but she times 
repititious and the reader experiences lag interest. 
The book may recommended the adult reader. 


Nathan, Robert. But Gently Day. Knopf. Sept. 1943. 
$2.00. 


But Gently Day not freighted with the rueful, satirical 
bittersweet Mr. Nathan’s omnibus volume, The Barly 
contains, rather, the bucolic, country-humors 
Nathan Autumn, and the time-continuum Nathan 
what is, perhaps, his best known book, Portrait Jennie. 
Mr. Nathan one with such otherwise oddly assorted 
partners Wells and Hans Christian Andersen 
being able domesticate his fantasy that reads 
naturally the house cat purrs the fireside, even 
while, like the house cat once more, preserves its own 
half-wild integrity. knows the necessary pinch 
hearth-dust mix with the star-dust his magic johnny- 
cake; the homespun ingredient that lends his gentle par- 
ables their old-fashioned sampler verisimilitude; for our 
grandmothers’ coverlets and afghans, after all, were woven 
out honest country-store yarns, not moonbeams. 
has also, this particular book, the advantage one 
the most appealing plots fantasy: the story the star- 
crossed lovers, one whom has strayed back into the past. 
was pre-Reformation Germany Friedrich 
Germelshausen; Dr. Johnson’s London James’ Sense 
the Past and Balderston’s Berkeley Square; Hendrik 
Hudson’s America Anderson’s High Tor; 
Corporal Arkbester, who has fought the Japs off Australia 
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and lies dying amid the wreckage transcontinental 
plane Hemlock Mountain, gets lost for some few days, 
earthly time measured, least, among the loves and 
fears and perplexities his long-dead kinsmen America 
the Reconstruction. 


Any further discussion Nathan’s plot would 
unnecessary violence its fragile delicacy. One might, 
however, venture shrewd guess the springs its 
perennial appeal; they well out racial memory 
that looks Paradise lost and forward Paradise 
regained. This may part the author’s and 
Jewishness marked his ems Israe 
well his even more success! fully 
ith their imagery the Psalm rich, in- 
digenous may use such word this 
context, their the orld’s beauty, for the 
and for the cold, sweet air nightfall other lands, 
other years, far and over the same brown 


earth, under the same white 


But Gently Day not long terms pag its print 
arge and its margins wide; has been more 
than little superciliously reviewers who gauge what 
they like refer yan epic content 
and portentousness treatment. But immensely 
wise its criticism life; and the tranquil Americanism 
Chapter does not belie the affectionate dedication 
Stephen Vincent Many critics have noticed the 
exquisite cadences Mr. Nathan’s prose; how manages 

achieve its effects deliberate race, like—to use the 
again—puss putting down her velvet-padded paws 
one after the other, and yet escapes the charge 
being mannered. What one seems have remarked 
speech—his pages are good here, their own way, 
Robert Frost’s. And, than this, there can higher 
praise. 


Tolsto length 


Charles Brady 


Thunderhead. 


O’Hara, Mary. 
320p. $2.75 


This novel worthy successor Friend Flicka, one 
the outstanding books 1941. Continuing the story 
the McLaughlins, particularly that Ken, Thunder- 
head the story the colt born Flicka, sired black 
Appalachian, but acquiring his cloudy white color and 
wild horse characteristics from his grandsire, Albino, 
famous wild stallion. Thunderhead young Ken gives 
all his attention, sharing with his mother Nell the hope 
that will develop into racer and bring the hard- 
pressed McLaughlins some financial return. With Thun- 
derhead and Ken, Rob McLaughlin, Ken’s father, has little 
patience. Only through adversity and suffering does Rob’s 
stubborn nature become more tractable. successful out- 
come that solves the problem Ken’s character develop- 
ment and the financial crisis the McLaughlins cleverly 


produced. 


The basic theme that using the situations connected 
with horse-raising portraying the molding 
character. Rob keenly concerned with making man 
Ken, teaching him adjust his life failure well 
success, having Ken acquire the virtue fortitude. 
husband Rob almost failed through his own inability 


Lippincott. Oct. 1943. 
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realize that successful marriage depends partially 
upon the man’s willingness share with his wife and 
draw strength from her. Overscrupulous parents and 
teachers may object the details horse-breeding that 
form major portion the background. This reviewer, 
however, sees reason for excluding the book from any 
normal adolescent and recommends Thunderhead 
excellent novel for the family. 


* * * 


Sousa, John Philip, Family Right 

Doubleday. Oct. 1943. 216p. $2.00. 

Let those readers beware who expect here something seri- 

ous, say along the musical line which might expect 
the famous composer and band 


Wrong. 


from the grandson 
leader. For the sounds emanating fror the strange house- 
hold Sousa are cacaphonous rather than harmonious, 
their actions undisciplined rather than those group 
trained produce pleasing result. 


r 
i 
i 


Pop Sousa was activist and org sooner 
invited become committee member than spouted 
orders and the rest the committee, including the nomi- 
nal chairman, would find themselves doing what had 
ordered. His management the tennis tournament, for 
example, included bulldozing the tennis ball manufac- 
turers, waking the players for their matches, acting 
referee, and incidentally, arranging for policing the crowds 
who came hear Pop more than see the players. Mrs. 
Sousa ran the household long distance fashion, shout- 
ing her orders from upstairs bedroom and having Red, 
their hired boy (who was paid off with case Coca 
Cola daily) the store every few minutes. The 
children (John, Nancy and Susan) did what they pleased 
and when, arranging for impromptu cocktail parties 
planning elopement with equal ease. short, the 
ordinary standards are reversed the Sousa household. 
The closest approximation Family would 
Marx Brothers movie print. Some will regard humor- 
ously. it. will not harm adults nor will benefit 
them greatly. 


yaniizer. 


Hughes, Paul. Retreat from Rostov. Random House. 


Sept. 22, 1943. 586p. $2.75. 

Early November, 1941, the German army stood before 
the city Rostov-on-the-Don, confident that few days’ 
push would clear the way the oil fields the Southern 
Caucasus. month later that same army was full re- 
treat. turning point the war, this critical period 
became brilliant chapter Russian history with implica- 
tions much alive today. 


Packed with action Retreat from Rostov intended 
thrilling account Germans defeated sadism and 
sexual perversion their own making; and, the other 
side, the selfless struggles Russian soldiers, civilians 
and The opening chapters set the tone. 
Colonel Adrian Pfeiffer the leading German character, 
hedonist and esthete, who always looked “up city’s 
cathedrals, first prowl through rather than 
pray in. The Colonel can analyze problem, discover 
solution and act efficiently toward the elimination the 
problem. His great contribution the war, his opin- 
ion, was that solving the sex dilemma army re- 
moved from wives and sweethearts and family ties 


; 
ves 
oi... 


104 


enlisting corps prostitutes, chiefly recruited from con- 
quered countries. piece poetic (not Christian) 
justice, his Polish mistress from the “women’s corps” 
who kills the Colonel. The opening section, with its ac- 
count the solution the sex problem through prostitu- 
tion, one the most “realistic” and suggestive yet read 
this reviewer. 


the Russian side are introduced the home 
Captain Peter Terenski the cavalry who upbraiding 
his wife Kaaron for her excessive concern with her physical 
appearance and her lack interest the war. that 
complaint soon added reason for jealousy when 
finds her alone with Private Josef Balenkov, who had been 
entertaining her the piano. Later Kaaron proves her 
worth killing traitorous Russian colonel who was 
relaying information the Germans via radio; Josef kills 
his share Germans unique organ program. 


Succeeding chapters introduce two American newspaper 
correspondents: Roger Dameron with the German army, 
and Bess Elsenberg with the Russians. Their romance 
serves secondary thread cohesion running parallel 
the main story which that recording the German 
advance into Rostov, Marshal Temoshenko’s retreat, the 
German occupation Rostov, their loss morale 
“booby traps” and civilian resistance sap their rest and 
courage, the new advance the Russians, the German 
evacuation Rostov and their rout outside the city which 
partly the result guerrilla warfare. 


Roughly that’s the story. The details the action are 
handled quite well for thriller the class variety. 
The Russians are whitewashed; the Germans are tarred 
and feathered. The characters are subservient motion. 
The background not extraordinary although fairly well 
handled times. book that can passed with- 
out fear “missing something”. 
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Mar. 17, 1943) they contain evaluations all 
books covered the particular volume indexed. 
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